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LEICA MOTOR-DRIVE R8

The LEICA MOTOR-DRIVE R8
is a high-performance film
advancing accessory for the
LEICA RS, especially designed
to be a perfect complement to
that camera. It harmonizes
beautifully with the unique
style of the LEICA R8, which
has already received numer-
ous prestigious awards. lts
integrated wrist strap and its
two shutter release buttons for
vertical and horizontal photo-
graphs add incomparable con-
venience to the camera-and-
Motor-Drive combination in
any situation.

The MOTOR-DRIVE R8 pro-
vides immediate readiness at

all times, it simplifies work during
extended shooting sessions, it
permits fast picture sequences
on demand, and it even opens
many other interesting photo-
graphic possibilities. Its rub-
ber-cushioned film advance
mechanism with a load-con-
trolled clutch prevents vibra-
tions from being passed on to
the camera body, and it only
emits a very quiet, inconspic-
uous sound when it is in use.

Film advance

The MOTOR-DRIVE R8 is switch-
ed on and off by means of the
rapid film advance lever on the
camera. When this lever is fold-
ed out, the camera can be op-
erated manually in the conven-
tional manner. When the
lever is folded in, the film is
advanced to the next frame
after each exposure. That im-
mediately readies the camera
for the next photographic situa-
tion. The MOTOR-DRIVE R8
features three film advanc-
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ing speeds, which can be se-
lected by means of the small
sequence speed selector lever
on the left side of the drive: S
(Single) is for single exposu-
res; CL (Continuous Low) for
picture sequences of up to 2
frames per second and CH
(Continuous High) for picture
sequences of up to 4.5 frames
per second. As an alternative
to manual rewinding, the
MOTOR-DRIVE R8 also offers
two-step motorized film rewin-
ding. The first activation of the
respective lever on the front of
the drive initiates the rewin-
ding process, leaving only the
film tongue protruding from
the cartridge, which makes it
easy to retrieve the film for
processing in a home dark-
room. If that lever is activated
a second time, the film is rewo-
und completely into the car-
tridge, thus clearly identifying
cartridges that contain expo-
sed films.

Bracketing

The MOTOR-DRIVE R8 has an
additional feature that offers a
highly interesting photo-
graphic technique. This function,
usually called bracketing, pro-
vides three exposures in rapid
succession that vary by a pre-
determined amount, so that
the best image of a subject
photographed under critical
light conditions can be selec-
ted after the film has been pro-
cessed. Two different exposu-
re value steps can be chosen
by means of the small lever
that is concentric with the
small sequence speed selector

lever on the left side of the
drive: the (+0.5 setting provides
for three exposures that are
different by 1/2 EV (EV = Expo-
sure Value, which is an apertu-
re- or a shutter speed step).
The %1 setting provides for a
sequence of exposures varied
by 1 EV. Depending on the
exposure mode selected on
the camera, the exposure
changes are achieved by vary-
ing the lens aperture, the shut-
ter speed or both, so that full
creative freedom is retained
with this technique as well.

Power supply

A sealed BATTERY PACK MD-R8
that can be exchanged easily
and quickly, supplies energy
to the camera as well as the
drive. It was developed for
the MOTOR-DRIVE R8. When
they are fully charged, its 8 per-
manently built-in Ni-MH cells
provide enough power to ex-
pose approximately 100 36-ex-
posure rolls of film at room tem-
perature, including rewinding.
Even at -20° C (-1° F), it still sup-
plies enough power to expose
and rewind more than 40 rolls
of film. The Quick Charger,
also designed especially for
the BATTERY PACK MD-RS,
recharges the battery pack in
13/2 hours at the most. In order
to avoid a loss of capacity, the
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charging procedure can be start-
ed with a discharging cycle. An
unintentional overcharge is
prevented dependably by an
automatic overcharge protec-
tion. The Quick Charger auto-
matically switches over to the
prevailing mains voltage. It
can even be used in motor
vehicles, but at 12V the charg-
ing time is twice as long.

Attaching the MOTOR-DRIVE R8
to the camera

The drive can be attached to
the camera very easily by
means of the convenient
handle on a single attachment
screw. Positioning pins en-
sure firm engagement of all
electrical and mechanical
connections. The camera-
and-drive combination can be
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mounted on a tripod by
means of a 1/4” tripod socket
in the base of the drive.

Accessories

A line of practical accessories
is available to tailor the LEICA
MOTOR-DRIVE R8 to numer-
ous different applications:

Remote-Control LEICA R8
(Order No. 14 202)

Electronic remote control unit
for the LEICA R8 which also

functions as a timing pulse
generator for automatic contin-
uous release; digital display.

Electric cable release with trig-
ger switch (Order No. 14 254)*
The electic cable release is 0.3
m long and equipped with a
screw-on plug for connection
to the corresponding socket of
the LEICA MOTOR-WINDER R8.
When its trigger switch is pres-
sed lightly, the user can read
the LCD as usual.

25 m extension cables

(Order No. 14 275) can be used
in conjunction with the electic
cable release and the RC LEICA
R8 for remote release from a
distance of up to 100 m.

The MOTOR-DRIVE R8 is available by itself, (always includes a battery pack) and also as a com-
plete set that includes the Quick Charger. The BATTERY PACK MD-R8 and the Quick Charger are
also available individually. Four different country-specific main power cables are available for

the Quick charger.

The respective order numbers are the following:

LEICA MOTOR-DRIVE R8 Set (with Battery Pack and Quick Charger)

-with Europe main power cable
-with USA/Japan main power cable
-with UK main power cable
-with Australian main power cable
LEICA MOTOR-DRIVE R8 (with Battery Pack)

BATTERY PACK MD R8

Europe main power cable

UK main power cable

Quick Charger without main power cable
-with European main power cable
-with USA/Japan main power cable
-with UK main power cable
-with Australian main power cable
USA/Japan main powercable ...

Australian main power cable



LEICA

o
-5
Ec
=
o
=

INF

MOTOR-
DRIVE R8

. Trademark of
The Leica Camera Group

Printed of Paper bleached without chlorine (tcf).

Leica. Fascination and precision.
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